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Darkyra — Life Force

rkerber57

Album Rating

(40%): 9/10

Cover Art (20%): 8/10
Songwriting (40%): 9/10
o: 8.8/10

The album is a joint venture between drummer and producer
Garry King (Jeff Beck and Joe Lynn Turner) and singer and
songwriter Gina Bafile (aka Darkyra / Darkyra Black, she is also
the new singer of Anfitrite ).

That's what the press release says. And "Life Force" is probably already the
band's third release. | thought Gina Bafile's vocals were outstanding on the
Anfitrite album "Clitemnestra." Whether the performance of Darkyra's
instrumentalists can match her vocals remains to be seen.

The title track, "Life Force,"
opens the album. After a few
spoken words accompanied by
strings, the drums and guitars
really get going. A quitar
melody follows. Gina Bafile's
vocals are just as | remember
them: a beautiful and, above
all, clean soprano. The really high pitches aren't overused at first. Epic
choruses introduce "Take Me Far Away." Then it becomes lively and melodic.
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During the vocals, things calm down a bit. Later, riffs are added. "Breathe"
starts off a little more relaxed, with clean guitar playing. Gina shows that
she's also quite capable of playing the lower notes. A great mid-tempo rock
song. At the beginning of "All In Good Time," you can briefly hear industrial
keyboard sounds. But we soon move into melodic, rocking mid-tempo
territory. Keyboards and epic choruses introduce "One Foot In The Grave."
Synth sounds occasionally push their way to the forefront in the vocals. A
large part of the song is underscored by keyboards. At the beginning of
"Tomorrow Without You," a brook trickles briefly, later clean guitars and piano
sounds enter. Gina's vocals sound seductive. It's a beautiful ballad, with the
tempo picking up slightly towards the end during the guitar solo. "Quiet The
Mind" is characterized by hard, yet calm guitar riffs. Epic choruses are
accompanied by strong guitar melodies. "Leap Before You Die" is harder and
at times a bit faster, thanks to the guitars and the powerful, pumping bass.
But the guitar riffs are often in the mid-tempo range again. And of course, the
epic choruses are not to be missed here either. A short keyboard solo is
included in the second part. The penultimate song, "Tested The Water," is
the bonus track. Powerful, hard riffs accompany the beguiling vocals. And
here you can hear, in my opinion, the best guitar solo on the entire album.
The eight-and-a-half-minute epic "Celebrity Smile" concludes the album.
Initially, wind noises and a blanket of strings create a cozy atmosphere.
Strings can be heard again later on. Gina impresses vocally with her dark
timbre. Epic choruses and a somewhat more rocking vocal style provide a
pleasant contrast. The keyboards sound quite intrusive at times, but fit well
into the musical context. Its variety makes this song the highlight of the
album.

Clearly, "Life Force" is all about singer and songwriter Gina Bafile. She has
truly tailored the songs to her own unique style. Drummer Garry King is also
convincing across the board. His drumming is powerful, accentuated, and
always in line with the song. As producer, he also powerfully showcases all
the instruments, played by excellent musicians. This is a completely different
ball game from "Clitemnestra" (Anfitrite), also sung by Gina Bafile!

Darkyra — Life Force Lyric Video: https://youtu.be/RcXfury6qru?
si=efw8iBOcPJclakqgp

Lineup:

Gina Bafile — Lead Vocals, Backup Vocals

Garry King — Drums, Percussion, Loops, Backup Vocals, Extra Keyboards on
,lested The Water”

Lucio Manca — Bass Guitar (Exclude ,Take Me Far® and ,,Celebrity Smile®)
Gus Mansur — Guitars

Fab Jablonski — Keyboard, Piano, Synth

Maaz Manik — Bass Guitar (,Celebrity Smile®, ,Take Me Far Away“)

Vinni Bafile — Clean, Drone Guitar (,Quiet The Mind*)

James Michael — Guitars On ,Breathe’ and ‘Tested The Water’

Label: Battlegod Productions
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VO: June 13, 2025
Playing time: 47:42
Title list:

 Life Force

« Take Me Far Away

« Breathe

« All In Good Time

« One Foot In The Grave

« Tomorrow Without You

« Quiet The Mind

« Leap Before YoOu Die

» Tested The Water (Bonus track)
» Celebrity Smile
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