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Friday, August 8, 2025

DARKYRA – Life Force
Australian band DARKYRA returns with Life «Force». The album seems to pose the question: "What if Kate Bush

had mutated into the frontwoman of Nightwish after a long weekend at a spiritual retreat?"

From the first note to the last, "Life Force" is a multifaceted collection of symphonic metal, melodic hard rock, and

unexpected hippie mysticism, all centered around Gina Bafile's impressive vocal range. Let's start with the

obvious: Yes, her voice does sound strikingly similar to Kate Bush's in the first half, so much so that you almost

want to watch the credits.

From the soaring title track to the lush melancholy of "Tomorrow Without You," there's a theatrical vibrato and an

emotional thrust that makes Bush scream with a sword. But do we really need another Kate Bush? Honestly,

probably not. And certainly not in the form of a corset and choral symphonic metal. However, Darkyra not only

recycle classical influences but also attempt to win over the Nightwish fanbase, particularly with tracks like "Take

Me Far Away" and "Quiet The Mind."

The problem? It's symphonic, yes. It's dramatic, definitely. But it never quite achieves the majestic sharpness or

sophisticated polish of Tuomas & Co. It feels more like a glamorous shadow play than a firestorm on the main

stage. But then something strange happens. In the second half, Bafile's voice becomes deeper and earthier. She

sounds less like a Valkyrie and more like a barefoot Stevie Nicks or even Grace Slick wandering through a synth

forest.

The metallic edge softens and gives way to atmospheric keyboards, dreamy guitars, and swirling pads. This is

especially true on tracks like "Celebrity Smile," which sounds more like Laurel Canyon than Valhalla. Is "Life Force"

perfect? No. Is it fun? A little. Is it confusing? Often, and not always pleasantly so. In short: you come for Kate

Bush and stay for the cosmic witch-rock detour. It might even be the kind of album that gets better the more you

listen. So do just that!

Lukas R.
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